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PURDUE UNIVERSITY

Department of Mathematics Colloquium

Speaker: Professor Roger Howe, Yale University
Title: “Research Mathematicians in Mathematics Education: What’s the Point?”

Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2007
Time: 4:30 P.M.
Place: MATH 175

Abstract

It is a widely held view, by mathematicians and non-mathematicians alike, that the subject matter
of K-12 mathematics, and emphatically of mathematics below high school level, is simple, cut and
dried, not worthy or in need of serious attention by serious mathematicians. This talk will argue
otherwise: that careful analysis of the K-12, and even the elementary mathematics curriculum is
needed. This analysis is not purely mathematical - it requires consideration of students, of uses and
goals - but it involves a strong mathematical component, and it requires high level mathematical
talent. It can be thought of as analogous to the investigations of foundations that went on in the
19th and a substantial part of the 20th century, and it provides new perspectives on some of that
work.

Refreshments will be served in the Math Library Lounge, 4:00 P.M.



