Report Instructions

As mentioned before, you will be required write a paper for the class.  The goal of this assignment is to increase your awareness of topics of current importance to actuaries and to the insurance/benefit industry.  The assignment is to write a 3 to 5 page (MSWord) paper (single spaced, 11 point type) and give a 5 to 8 minute talk to your classmates explaining this topic to them. You should use Power Point slides, plus a title slide, to outline your major points.  (We will do a Power Point lab.) 

You will probably need to begin with a definition of the topic, as many of your classmates will not have a good idea of what it is.  Your paper and talk should inform us about the actuarial significance of the topic, and, if applicable, the influence of government policy or financial climate on your subject.  If it is helpful in understanding the topic, some of the history of the subject, including reasons for why the situation is as it is currently, might be important. You will be graded on the number of the main points you hit as well as the presentation and the bibliography.
You may discuss the topic and do some background research on it with others in the class working on the same topic.  Of course, the paper you write, the slides you present, and the talk you give should be yours, alone.  While the world wide web may be a useful source for information, you should use other sources as well. The paper should end with a bibliography listing your sources.  I can offer suggestions if you have trouble finding sources. My first suggestion is to begin with the Jones and Long text that is on reserve in the library. My second is to try the web.

The oral and written portion of this assignment each count 10% of your course grade.  Both the MS Word file for the written report and Power Point slides must be e-mailed to me (jeffbeckley@indy.rr.com) by midnight Tuesday, November 30th.  The oral reports will be given in numerical order starting either Tuesday, December 7 with reports 1-6 on the first day and the remaining talks on the second.  Written reports will have a 4% penalty for each day that the report is late. If you have questions about the topic or the scope of the project, don't hesitate to ask! 

Give your file a name beginning with the talk number followed by the group number and  the first 3 letters of your name.  Hence, for example, if I were in the 2:30 group and had project 7, I would title my presentation

72bec.ppt

and my report

72bec.doc

This will help me greatly in sorting the presentations and reports.

I will have all of the presentations already on the computer so it should just be a matter of your standing up and talking.  However, I do suggest that you bring a copy on a floppy, just in case...
