Solving Systems of Equations
Three Methods
	METHOD
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Graphical
	Solutions are displayed graphically.

Can be used with any system that can be easily graphed.
	Inexact when solutions involve numbers that are fractions or decimals.

Graph may be difficult to make, if numbers are very large or very small.



	Substitution
	Solution has exact values.

Easy to use when one variable is alone on one side of equation.


	Sometimes involves computations with fractions.

Solutions are not pictured graphically.

	Elimination
	Solution(s) have exact values.

Easy to use if fractions or decimal are cleared.


	Solutions are not pictured graphically.


