
PROBLEM OF THE WEEK

Solution of Problem No. 5 (Fall 2005 Series)

Problem: Let f be a real–valued function with continuous non–negative derivative. As-

sume that f(0) = 0, f(1) = 1, and let ` be the length of the graph of f on the interval

[0,1].

Prove that √
2 ≤ ` < 2.

Solution (by the Panel)

The following inequalities are well known and easy to verify
√

2

2
(a+ b) ≤

√
a2 + b2 ≤ a+ b,

if a ≥ 0, b ≥ 0. The second one turns into equality if and only if ab = 0.

Now,

` =

∫ 1

0

√
1 + (f ′(x))2

dx.

Therefore, since f ′(x) ≥ 0,

√
2 =

√
2

2

∫ 1

0

(1 + f ′(x)) dx ≤ ` ≤
∫ 1

0

(1 + f ′(x))dx = 2,

i.e.,
√

2 ≤ ` ≤ 2.

If ` = 2, then we must have√
1 + (f ′(x))

2
= 1 + f ′(x), ∀x ∈ [0, 1].

This implies f ′(x) = 0, ∀x ∈ [0, 1], thus f = const. The latter contradicts the conditions

f(0) = 0, f(1) = 1.

Solved by:

Undergraduates: Poraveen Bhamidipati, Akira Matsudaira (Sr. ECE), Arman Sabbaghi

(Fr. Math & Stat)

Graduates: Eu Jin Toh (ECE)

Others: Prithwijit De (Ireland), Georges Ghosn (Quebec), Wing–Kai Hon (Post-doc, CS),

Steven Landy (IUPUI Physics staff), Aaditya Muthukumaran (Chennai, India),

Sridharakusmar Narasimhan (Postsdam, NY), Sandeep Sarat (John Hopkins U.),

David Stigant (Teacher, Houston, TX), Jim Vaught (Lafayette, IN)


