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» Fractures are common in the earth’s crust due to different
factors, for instance, tectonic stresses and natural or artificial
hydraulic fracturing caused by a pressurized fluid.

» Seismic wave propagation through fractures and cracks is an
Important subject in exploration and production geophysics,
earthguake seismology and mining.

» Fractures constitute the sources of earthquakes, and
hydrocarbon and geothermal reservoirs are mainly
composed of fractured rocks.
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