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Transmission of Seismic Waves Across Single Natural Fractures

LAURA J. PYRAK-NOLTE!

Department of Materials Science and Mineral Engineering and Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
Earth Sciences Division, University of California, Berkeley

LAarRrY R. MYER

Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, Earth Sciences Division, University of California, Berkeley

NeviLLE G. W. Cook

Department of Materials Science and Mineral Engineering and Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
Earth Sciences Division, University of California, Berkeley

Fractures and other nonwelded contacts are important mechanical and hydrological features of rock
masses. Their effects on seismic wave propagation can be modeled as a boundary condition in the

seismic wave equation. Seismic stress is continuous across such a boundary, but seismic particle

displacement and seismic particle velocity arenot. T

he complete solutions for seismic wave reflection,

conversion, and transmission across a displacement and velocity discontinuity between two half-
spaces with different densities and elastic properties are derived for all angles of the incident wave.
The ratio between the seismic stress across this boundary and the seismic particle displacement and
velocity are described by a specific stiffness and a specific viscosity, respectively. A displacement
discontinuity results in frequency-dependent reflection and transmission coefficients and a frequency-
dependent group time delay. The velocity discontinuity results in frequency-independent coefficients

and zero delay. Results of laboratory experiments on compressional and shear wave transmission
across three different natural fractures in a quartz monzonite are described. Measurements were made
at different effective stresses under dry and saturated conditions at room temperature. It is shown that
the effect of these fractures on the spectral amplitudes for compressional and shear pulses transmitted
across these fractures are described well by a displacement discontinuity for compressional pulses
under dry and saturated conditions and by a combined displacement and velocity discontinuity for
shear wave pulses under dry and saturated conditions. Values of specific stiffness and specific
viscosity vary between fractures and increase with increasing effective stress, as does the static
specific stiffness of these fractures. Changes in the spectral amplitudes of transmitted pulses are also
analyzed in terms of attenuation using the seismic quality factor Q, which is found to be a function of

frequency.

INTRODUCTION

Seismic waves propagated through fractured rock masses
§ . known to be slowed and attenuated. These effects of
| factures on wave propagation are seen for fractures at all
B (les from microcracks to crustal faults. Often, the effect of
B inctures on seismic wave velocities has been modeled by
frst developing expressions for the effective elastic moduli
o the fractured rock mass and then relating these expres-
sons to velocity through the elastic-dynamic equations.
| Most of these models are based on populations of many
small cracks, with dimensions much smaller than seismic
wavelengths. For example, O’ Connell and Budiansky [1974]
used the self-consistent approach for the calculation of
effective moduli of cracked solids under static loading con-
ditons and predicted velocities under partially saturated
conditions and for variations in crack density. If there is a
preferred orientation of cracks or fractures, the effective
elastic moduli will be anisotropic, giving rise to velocities
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which vary with the direction of propagation [Crampin,
1981]. Seismic velocities for a rock mass containing parallel
fractures of areal extent large in comparison with wave-
length have been derived by White [1983]. He modeled a
fracture as two planes of infinite extent separated by hertzian
contacts and derived effective anisotropic moduli assuming
static loading conditions.

Seismic velocities derived from models such as those
described above do not depend upon the frequency of the
propagating waves. However, for dissipative media this
frequency independence violates the principle of causality
[White, 1983], and experimental results showing velocity
dispersion have been obtained for rocks of widely varying
porosities under different degrees of saturation for frequen-
cies from 1 Hz to 1 MHz [Jones and Nur, 1983; Winkler,
1983; Spencer, 1981]. A correlation between velocity disper-
sion in saturated rocks and viscous interaction between solid
and fluid phases has been postulated by Spencer [1981] and
Winkler (1985, 1986].

A common approach to describing wave propagation in
dissipative media is to relate the stress and strain amplitudes
by a complex material modulus [White, 1983]. For an isotro-
pic material, two independent complex moduli are required.
Crampin [1981] has followed the same approach for aniso-
tropic media, increasing the number of complex moduli as
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required by the degree of anisotropy; for example, for
transversely isotropic media, five complex moduli are re-
quired. A result of this approach is that strain is out of phase
with stress by an amount given by the ratio of the real to
imaginary parts of the modulus. The inverse of this phase
angle is commonly referred to as the quality factor Q and is
related to the energy loss per cycle (wavelength) for a wave
propagating through a dissipative rock mass.

It has often been assumed, with supporting laboratory
data [e.g., Johnston and Tokséz, 1980], that attenuation is
frequency independent, and many theoretical models have
been developed on the basis of this assumption (Kjartansson
[1979] presented a good summary) even though this assump-
tion violates causality. More recent laboratory work [Spen-
cer, 1981; Winkler and Nur, 1982; Winkler, 1985] has shown
that Q, particularly for partially saturated and saturated
porous rocks, is frequency dependent.

A number of physical mechanisms have been proposed to
explain observed attenuation (Johnston et al. [1979] pre-
sented a good review). Principal among these mechanisms
are frictional sliding in cracks, viscosity and fluid flow in
cracks, and scattering. Assuming a model in which wave-
lengths were large in comparison to crack length, Walsh
[1966] evaluated the energy dissipated by relative motion
(sliding) between the two surfaces of a crack. O’Connell and
Budiansky [1977] modeled rocks as a viscoelastic solid,
incorporating effects of flow between cracks under saturated
conditions in expressions for the complex moduli. Mavko
and Nur [1979] further investigated fluid effects by calcula-
tion of energy dissipation by fluid movement in a partially
saturated crack. Applying a scattering formulation, Kuster
and Tokséz [1974] developed expressions for seismic veloc-
ities in rock under dry and saturated conditions. Hudson
[1981] calculated the energy scattered by a crack and,
assuming the crack length was small in comparison to the
wavelength, developed expressions for attenuation in rock
with given crack densities.

Models in which cracks are assumed to be small compared
to wavelength or in which material characteristics are rep-
resented by effective moduli are not relevant to evaluating
the effects of relatively large, sparsely spaced fractures. In
particular, an effective modulus is neither correct nor appro-
priate when describing wave propagation through a fractured
rock in which fracture spacing is of a magnitude comparable
with, or larger than, the seismic wavelength. Single fractures
of large planar extent cannot be represented by models for
cracks small in length compared to wavelength. Yet, as
discussed below, several studies have shown that single and
sparsely spaced fractures can have significant effects on
wave propagation.

From field and laboratory tests, Morris et al. [1964] noted
that single fractures intersecting a borehole wall caused
decreases in the amplitudes of acoustic borehole logs. Yu
and Telford [1973] found that about 96% of the energy of
incident waves in the 60-kHz range was reflected from a
single fracture even after the fracture had been placed under
load. In a laboratory test, in which an acoustic log was
performed in a borehole in limestone containing a single
fracture, Kleinberg et al. [1982] observed a shift in phase as
well as decreases in amplitude of waves propagating across
the fracture. Medlin and Marsi [1984] were able to detect the
location of the advancing crack tip and fluid front and
changes in fracture aperture in a laboratory hydrofracture
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experiment by noting changes in amplitude of acousti

waves propagating normal to the fracture. King et al. [198)] ¢
conducted a cross-hole experiment in which compressiond |

and shear waves were propagated between four horizontl
drill holes in the wall of a drift in a basalt rock mass. The |
basalt was pervasively fractured with vertical columna;
joints predominating. The wavelength of the compression
waves was about 0.1 m while the spacing of the predominani

jointing was about 0.2-0.5 m. The waves with propagation
paths across the fractures between the basalt columns wer |

of lower frequency, of smaller amplitude, and slower than}

those which propagated in a direction parallel to the col

umns.
The theory for seismic wave propagation across a dis
placement discontinuity is discussed in this paper. From:

single set of assumptions this theory predicts changes in:

group travel times and reflection and transmission coeff ¢

cients of seismic waves for a single fracture of any orientz |
tion relative to the direction of wave propagation. The basi {
premise of the model is that displacements of a seismic wav ¢

are discontinuous across a fracture while the average seismi |

stresses remain continuous. The ratio between the stress ani f

the magnitude of the displacement discontinuity produced

by it is defined as the specific stiffness of the fracture. Tl 3
boundary condition of discontinuous displacements has pre-¢

viously been assumed by Mindlin [1960] in an analysis of ¢

compressional and shear wave coupling in a plate wihi
elastically restrained edges. Kendall and Tabor [1971] alvg
assumed discontinuous displacements in a solution for:¢

compressional wave normally incident on an incomplet

interface. The general solution of the elasto-dynamic equ ]

tions for waves obliquely incident upon a single fracture fo ¢

the displacement discontinuity boundary conditions hag

been given by Schoenberg [1980] and Kitsunezaki [198)
Schoenberg [1983] extended the theory to the case of peri ¢
odic displacement discontinuities in a stratified half-spac g
Baik and Thompson [1984] used distributed springs andéﬁ
masses to analyze ultrasonic scattering from imperfect inter- ¢
faces. Experiments performed by Myer et al. [1985], usinp

artificial fractures of calculable stiffness, provided validationg

of the seismic displacement discontinuity theory for sing

fractures and normally incident compression and shes§
waves. Pyrak-Nolte and Cook [1987] determined that a§

elastic interface wave exists along a nonwelded interfacg
(displacement discontinuity). :

In this paper, results are reported from a set of laborator ?
experiments in which compressional and shear pulses wetf
propagated across single, natural fractures in crystalli
rock at different normal stresses under dry and saturate g
conditions. Both velocities and spectral amplitudes wer '
measured, and measured spectra were compared with thos ;

predicted by the seismic displacement discontinuity theory f

Results are compared with those obtained from standatf

methods of attenuation analysis, and the applicability of th £
seismic displacement discontinuity theory to whole rotf
attenuation analysis is discussed. .

DISPLACEMENTS ACROSS A FRACTURE

Several studies have been made of the displacement 1
produced by changes in normal and, sometimes, shea f
stresses across fractures. Many of these have used new) j
induced tensile fractures [Goodman, 1976; Swan, 19%)f
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Fig. 1. Specific stiffnesses determined from displacement-stress
data for fractured specimens E32, E30, and E35 as a function of
stress.

while some have used natural fractures [Bandis et al., 1983;
Raven and Gale, 1985]. All these studies have shown that
the normal displacement across a fracture is a strongly
nonlinear function of the normal stress. Goodman [1976] has
proposed a logarithmic relationship between displacements
and stress, while Bandis et al. [1983] have proposed a
hyperbolic relationship. Both Goodman and Bandis et al.
have drawn attention to specific fracture stiffness, that is, the
inverse of the slope of the tangent to the displacement-stress
curve, as an important property of a fracture, which must
also be a function of the applied stress.

Pyrak-Nolte et al. [1987a] have studied the relationship
between the applied stress and the normal displacement
across single natural fractures in laboratory specimens of
quartz monzonite. Stress-displacement curves were mea-
sured for each of the fractures over a number of loading and
unloading cycles up to a maximum uniaxial stress normal to
the fracture of 85 MPa. The three fractures selected had very
different displacement-stress characteristics, but the defor-
mations were elastic [Pyrak-Nolte et al., 1987a]. Smooth
curves were fitted to the displacement-stress data, and the
specific stiffness was found from the inverse of the slope of
the tangents to these curves (Figure 1). These curves show
that the specific stiffness of the fracture increases in a
nonlinear fashion with increasing stress. It is seen that the
fracture in sample E32 was the *‘stiffest,”’ while that in E30
was of intermediate stiffness and the fracture in E35 was the
most compliant.

For many fractures it seems likely that the thickness of the
fracture, that is, the mean aperture between the two sur-
faces, will be less than the mean size of the asperities which
will be less than the mean separation between asperities. All
of these quantities are probably very much less than the
spacing between fractures. For seismic wavelengths much
greater than the mean separation between asperities but less
than the fracture spacing, we propose that a fracture can be
modeled as a displacement discontinuity, that is, as a bound-
ary across which the seismic stress is continuous but the
displacements are not. At any given stress across a fracture
with rough surfaces in imperfect contact, there exists a
particular geometry of asperities of contact and adjacent

voids. An increment in stress produces elastic deformations
of the asperities and voids that result in an increment of the
displacement across the fracture, the ratio of these two
quantities being the specific stiffness. This definition is
considered valid for both static and dynamic loading condi-
tions. It will be shown that an increment in stress produces
an incremental displacement between any two planes paral-
lel to the plane of the fracture and on each side of the
fracture plane that is the same regardless of the separation
between these planes. In other words, there exists a discon-
tinuity in displacement across a fracture. Clearly, for static
equilibrium the mean stress on each of any two planes
parallel to the fracture plane is the same as the mean stress
across the asperities in the fracture plane; that is, the mean
stress across a fracture is continuous.

Consider two half-spaces bounded by rough surfaces that
are in contact with one another over the x-y plane at z = 0.
Let these half-spaces be subject to a uniform normal stress
o, at values of |z| that are large compared with the wave-
lengths of the composite surface roughness. The strains will
be

£, = dwlaz (1)

where w is the displacement in the z direction. Because the
half-spaces are subject to uniaxial strain,

+ +

du dv
f —-dxdy:0=ff—dxdy ?)
ax ay

— —

where u and v are displacements in the x and y directions. On
planes where |z| is comparable with the roughness of the
surfaces, o,(x, y) is a function of x and y, but for equilib-
rium,

+oo to
ff o (const) dx dy = ff ox,y)dxdy=C(o,) @)

Using the elastic stress strain relations with A and u, Lame’s
constants, in (3) yields

+
ff ox,y) dxdy
4+
ow ou Jv
=ff [(/\ +2u) —+ /\<~——+—>J dxdy=C(a,) (4)
a9z dx dy

Since there can be no net displacements in the x or y
directions, (4) becomes

d dd__C(U'z) 5
Effwxy_(,wzﬂ) ©
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so that If the boundary between two elastic half-spaces lies in th
x-y plane, the boundary conditions for a compressional (P,
e wave incident on the displacement discontinuity are
dxdy -T2 | Gl ®) /
wdx dy =————+ G(o U] — Uy = ThlK Tzl = T;
f (/\ + 2,u,) z z1 2 'Rz zzl 22 o
o Uyl — U = ToulKy Tzxl = Tzx2
Each of the terms in (6) is a function of the applied stress and  where
represents a volumetric displacement of a plane |z| = con-
stant. These volumetric displacements can be changed to Tzz = A0/ x) + (A + 2u)(du,/0z) (1

average linear displacements by dividing each term by the
area of the plane, so that for each half-space

+oc + o
jfwdxdy ffdxdy

_ ) Clodz +G dx d 7
Vo2 (o)) ff xdy 7

Letting subscript 1 refer to the upper half-space, (7) can be
written as

(Clo )
(wp = ’

=z T2 +{(G (o)) (8a)

where the angle brackets indicate the average value over the
area of the any plane z = constant. A similar expression can
be written for the lower half-space.

Clearly the factor (C(o,))/ (A + 2u) in the first term on the
right-hand side of (8a) corresponds to the uniform strain ¢ z
that is present on planes far from z = 0. When the two
surfaces are smooth, or in perfect contact, it represents the
total strain on these planes. The second term on the right-
hand side of (8a), (G,(c.)), and a corresponding term,
(Gy(a,)), for the lower half-space represent the displace-
ments that arise because the rough surfaces are in imperfect
contact. The difference between these two terms, (G,(o,)) —
(Gy(0,)) = D(c ), constitutes the additional displacements,
or the displacement discontinuity that occurs between any
two planes *z.

As noted above, specific stiffness is defined as the ratio of
the applied stress to average displacement it produces. In
general, specific stiffness is a function of the stress across the
fracture and is thus given by

do,

z

K =
aD(o )

(8b)

SEIsMIC THEORY OF A DISPLACEMENT
DiISCONTINUITY

To theoretically model the effect of a fracture on the
propagation of plane seismic waves, the fracture is repre-
sented as a displacement discontinuity at the boundary
between two elastic half-spaces. It is assumed that the stress
across the displacement discontinuity is continuous. The
magnitude of the discontinuity in displacement is inversely
proportional to the specific stiffness of the fracture.

Tox = p(0u /0 x) + (0u,/9z)]

The specific stiffness of the displacement discontinuity is «
Aand pare Lame’s constants; and subscripts 1 and 2 referto
the media above and below the displacement discontinuity,
respectively. The same boundary conditions are also appli
cable to a plane shear wave polarized in the x-z plane (§,
wave).

For an incident shear wave with polarization in the x3
plane (S, wave) the boundary conditions are

Uyp = Uyy = sz/Ky Tyl = Ty (11‘!

where
Tz = p(0u,/92) 12

For an incident P wave the components of displacement
normal and parallel to the x-y plane satisfy the equations

0%u, 0% 92
—r=all ot u
ot ax 0z ;

Y
7=a’l +— u,
at ax 9z
where a is the velocity of propagation for compressional

plane waves. Similarly, for a S, wave the displacements
satisfy the equations

d%u, NS

= —+—lu
at? A ax® az?) "
82142 ) a2 a?

= —— + — u
ar? B ax? 0z z

where Bis the velocity of propagation for shear plane waves,
For a §;, wave the displacement u, satisfies the equation

(14

2
cuy

T pn2

6214_‘,
arr A dy?

(15)

The general solution for arbitrary angles of incidence and
materials of different seismic impedance above and below
the displacement discontinuity is given in the Appendix.

For waves normal to the displacement discontinuity with
the same material properties in both half-spaces, the reflec-
tion and transmission coefficients R(w) and 7T{(w) for incident
P, S,, and S, waves are

R,(0) = iw/[~iw + 2k ,/Z,)]
Ty(w) = 2k JZp) [—iw + 2(k /Z,)]

R (w) = —iw/[—iw + 2(k,/Z,)] (16a)
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Fig. 2. Magnitudes of the reflection and transmission coeffi-
cients and normalized group delay for a seismic wave normally
incident upon a displacement discontinuity as a function of normal-
ized frequency.

To(w) = 2(k JZ) [—iw + 2(x /Z,)]
Ry(w) = —iw/[—iw + 2(k,/Z)]
To(w) = A /Z) [—iw + 2(x,/Z,)]

where Z is the seismic impedance (Z = density X phase
velocity). The group time delay across the displacement
discontinuity can be found from the derivative of the phase
with respect to frequency, that is, ¢, = d7/dw where 07 is
the phase of the transmitted wave. For the transmitted wave
the group delay is [Pyrak-Nolte et al., 1987b]

ter = 2kIZ)[4(KIZ)? + 0] (16b)

which is the same as that for the reflected wave.

Equations (16a) and (16b) are illustrated graphically in
Figure 2 using dimensionless variables. The magnitudes of
the reflected and transmitted waves are a function of fre-
quency, as well as a function of the ratio of the specific
stiffness of the displacement discontinuity to the seismic
impedance of the material on either side of it. The theory
predicts that a fracture should behave as a low-pass filter
with a cutoff frequency which is determined by the ratio of
specific stiffness of the displacement discontinuity to the
seismic impedance of the half-spaces. Also, in this theory,
energy is conserved at a displacement discontinuity, which
can be shown by summing the squares of any pair of
reflection and transmission coefficients, so that |[R(w)|® +
[T(w)|* = 1. As shown in Figure 2, the absolute value of the
transmission coefficient, |71, is a maximum at zero frequency
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while that of the reflection coefficient, |R|, is zero at zero
frequency. The group time delay is a maximum at zero
frequency and decreases with increasing frequency. As
stiffness tends to infinity, the displacement discontinuity
becomes equivalent to a welded interface, i.e., all the energy
is transmitted. If the stiffness tends to zero, the displacement
discontinuity reverts to the case of a free surface, and all the
energy is reflected.

The presence of a liquid under saturated conditions in a
joint or fracture will increase the specific stiffness of the
displacement discontinuity for compressional waves and
possibly for shear waves. The liquid may also introduce
viscous coupling between the two surfaces of the fracture.
Schoenberg [1980] derived a solution for an elastic wave
propagated across a viscous interface, neglecting the stiff-
ness of the interface. Pyrak-Nolte [1988] combined the
effects of specific stiffness and specific viscosity on wave
propagation across a fracture to yield discontinuities in both
displacement and velocity while the stress across the discon-
tinuity remained constant.

For an incident P wave or §, wave the boundary condi-
tions for the combined displacement and velocity disconti-
nuities are

Upp — U = TlK, Tzl = Tzz2
Oiyy Ouyy an
Kty — ) + 1 Y - Y = Tix Tzxl = Tzx2

where
Ty = AMouoxt + (A + 2u){0u,/oz
2z } [ g 2 } (18)
Too = m{ou,/d x + du,/oz}

and 7 is the specific viscosity, that is, the ratio between the
stress across a fracture and the discontinuity in velocity that
this produces. The units of 7 are viscosity per length. For an
incident §;, wave the boundary conditions are

duyy  duyy
Kky(ty) — uyy) + n(— —— =1y

at at
19)
Tyl = Toy2
where
Ty = M 01,/ (20)

The complete solution in matrix form is given in the
Appendix. For waves normal to the interface where the
material properties in the two half-spaces are equal, the
reflection and transmission coefficients R(w) and T(w) for
incident P, S, and §;, waves are

Rp(w) = iw/ 2k ,/Z, — iw)
Tp(w) =2k, /12, 2k JZ, — iw)
R, () = —iwZ/[2k, — iw(2n + Z,)] @
Ty (o) = 2k, — iwn) 2k, — iw(2m + Z,)]
R(w) = —iwZ/[2x, — iw(2n + Z;)]

Ty(w) = 2(ky — iwn)/ 2k, — i02n + Z,)]
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Fig. 3. Magnitudes of the transmission coefficient for a shear
wave normally incident upon a combined displacement and velocity
discontinuity as a function of normalized frequency for a range of
normalized specific viscosities.

In the limit, when either « or 7 tend to infinity, the solution
reverts to that of a welded interface, and when both « and 7
g0 to zero, it reverts to that of a free surface. Figure 3 shows
the magnitude of the transmission coefficient |T] for § waves
as a function of the dimensionless variable w/(x/Z) for a
range of values of n/Z. For n/Z = 0 (specific viscosity of
zero) the curve is identical to that obtained using (16a) and
shown in Figure 2. Compared with the solution for a dry
interface, the effect of finite values of specific viscosity is to
reduce the energy transmitted at low frequencies and in-
crease the energy transmitted at high frequencies. Also, 7|
becomes independent of frequency when the specific viscos-
ity term dominates the solution.

It should be noted that for a viscous interface, |[R(w)|? +
[T(w)]> # 1, because energy is dissipated owing to the
presence of the fluid in the joint. The presence of the fluid
enhances transmission by improving the coupling between
the surfaces but at the same time reduces the amplitudes of
the transmitted and reflected pulses by viscous losses.
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TABLE 1. Assumed Material Properties

Density,  Young’s Modulus,
Material kg/m GPa Poisson’s Ratio
Stripa granite 2650 60.* 0.25
Aluminum 2700F 68.1 0.33+
Wood’s metal 9400 9.7

*Cook and Myer [1981].
tEshbach (1952].

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

The same specimens of rock with fractures that were used
to measure the quasi-static fracture stiffness were used to |

investigate the velocities and attenuation of compressional

and shear pulses propagated across the fracture when sub- -
Jected to arange of axial stresses. Each specimen was 77 mm )

long by 52 mm in diameter with a single natural fracture at
the specimen midplane, oriented nearly orthogonal to the
long axis of the specimens. A companion specimen of the
same length was prepared from intact rock taken from the
same core immediately adjacent to the fractured specimen.
An aluminum sample of the same dimensions was also
prepared. Because of the high Q of aluminum this specimen
provided a reference amplitude spectrum for evaluation of
attenuation and dispersion in the rock specimens. The nom-
inal mechanical properties of intact Stripa granite and the
aluminum specimen are given in Table 1.

Measurements were carried out using the test systems
illustrated in Figure 4. The specimens were compressed
between steel transducers containing piezoelectric elements
in a servocontrolled test machine (Figure 4). The ends of the

specimens and those of the transducers were ground flat and

parallel to within 10 um to ensure both uniform axial loading
and good contact between the specimen and the transducers.
Chemical cleaning of the surfaces and the insertion of a thin
lead foil, 25 um thick, between the ends of the specimens
and the transducers were found to improve the magnitude
and reproducibility of the seismic coupling between these
parts.

The seismic transducers were designed to yield strong and
reproducible signals. One transducer contains the compres-
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Fig. 4. Schematic illustration of test system for seismic measurements on fractured and intact specimens.
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Fig. 5. Cross section of transducer showing arrangement of elec-
trodes and piezoelectric elements.

sional and shear crystals for transmission, and the other
those for reception of the seismic pulses. The end of each
transducer in contact with the rock is closed by a thick
hardened steel plug with surfaces ground parallel to one
another. The piezoelectric crystals and their electrodes are
stacked sequentially behind each end closure (Figure 5).
Pressing against the last electrode is a piston with an O ring
seal. The space behind this piston is held at a constant
nitrogen pressure of 27.5 MPa while the portion of the
cylinder in front of the piston containing the crystal elec-
trode assembly is vented. A nitrogen pressure in excess of 24
MPa ensures good, reproducible seismic coupling between
the crystals and the end closure in contact with rock speci-
men.

The natural frequency of each crystal was 1 MHz, and the
transmission crystals were pulsed with a 500-V spike of 0.3
us duration at a repetition rate of 100 Hz (Velonex high-
power pulse generator, model 350). The signals detected by
the receiver crystals were terminated with a 50-ohm imped-
ance and dc coupled to a Tektronics (model 7704A) digital
oscilloscope. The oscilloscope was triggered by a pulse from
the high-voltage pulser through a calibrated variable time
delay on the oscilloscope so that the arrival time of each
pulse cold be read to 0.01 ws. Group arrival times were
measured for both compressional and shear waves. The
system delay time was determined by linear regression of
arrival times using data from aluminum specimens of dif-
ferent lengths together with lead foil inserts on each end. The
system delay for compressional waves was 16.52 + 0.03 us
and for shear waves was 22.96 = 0.13 us.

The oscilloscope was used to digitize and store a portion
of each seismic pulse with a duration of 20 us. These pulses
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Seconds X 107°

A

08

ot

0.0

-04 U
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Fig. 6. Examples of tapers applied to seismic pulses and result-
ing waveforms obtained from fractured specimen E35, dry condi-
tion, 85 MPa: (a) half cosine taper with 4.0-us window for P waves;
(b) taper for S waves consisting of half cosine 1.5-us opening and
half cosine 2.5-us closing. Pulses were normalized to maximum
amplitude prior to tapering.

were digitized (Tektronics P7001 digitizer) at a rate of 25.6
points/us, and three such digitized pulses were stacked to
produce a good signal to noise ratio. The oscilloscope was
connected to a PDP 11/44 computer where each record was
stored on floppy disc.

To examine the spectral content of the pulses, the re-
ceived seismic signals were tapered to isolate the initial
arrival pulse of the P wave and the S wave from subsequent
reflections. A half cosine taper with a 4.0-us window (Figure
6a) was applied to the P wave signals, while a taper
consisting of a half wave cosine taper 1.5-us opening and a
one-half cosine taper 2.5-us closing (Figure 6b) was applied
to the § wave signals. The first criterion in selecting the
shape and duration for the taper was to ensure that it not
alter significantly the spectrum of the source pulse. The
second criterion was that the taper should isolate the initial
P and S pulses from the reflections and yet preserve much of
the low-frequency content of the signal without too much
distortion in the high-frequency range. Experiments with a
variety of tapers showed that spectra of the first pulse
obtained with tapers chosen according to these criteria did
not depend critically on the precise shape and duration of the
taper. The same tapers were applied to all of the collected
signals. Amplitude spectra were calculated by performing a
fast Fourier transform (FFT) on the tapered waveforms.
Seismic measurements were made on each type of specimen
(intact, fractured, aluminum) over a range of uniaxial
stresses from 1.4 MPa to 85 MPa. Measurements were made
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Fig. 7. Experimental setup for measurement of P and S waves during Wood’s metal injection experiments.

for a complete loading cycle consisting of eight load incre-
ments followed by eight corresponding load decrements.

Waveforms of seismic pulses measured during initial load-
ing were observed to differ slightly from those during un-
loading. However, upon subsequent loading cycles, there
was little difference between waveforms of pulses collected
during the loading and those collected during the unloading
portion of the cycle, and in addition, they were indistinguish-
able from those obtained during the unloading portion of the
initial loading cycle. Therefore the results presented in the
paper are based on the waveforms of pulses collected during
the unloading portion of the initial loading cycles.

Data were collected under three different experimental
conditions as described below.

1. For tests at oven dry conditions, intact and fractured
samples were oven-dried at about 100°C for many hours
prior to testing.

2. For saturated conditions the samples were vacuum-
saturated prior to testing. When the fractured sample was
placed in the test frame, a rubber membrane was placed
around it, and the fracture was vacuum-saturated. The water
pressure was then maintained at a value which did not
exceed about 0.3 MPa.

3. One fractured specimen was used in experiments that
involved filling the fracture voids with molten metal, collect-
ing seismic data, and then allowing the metal to solidify and
collecting seismic data again. The purpose of this experiment
was to evaluate the extent to which the attenuation caused
by a fracture would be changed by filling the fracture voids
with a material that has approximately the same seismic
impedance as the intact rock. The metal used to fill the
fracture voids is one of a family of bismuth-lead-tin alloys of
which Wood’s metal is the most commonly recognized. In
the liquid phase, these are nonwetting with an effective
surface tension about 400 MN/m [Yadav et al., 1984]. The
particular alloy used (Cerrosafe®) has a nominal composi-
tion of 0.42 Bi, 0.38 Pb, 0.11 Sn, and 0.08 Cd and a melting
point of 160°~190°F. On the basis of Young’s modulus of 9.7
GPa and a density of 9400 kg/m? the compressional seismic
impedance of this alloy in the solid state is about 9.5 x 10%
Pa/ms, compared with about 1.2 x 107 Pa/ms for the rock.

A schematic drawing of the metal injection apparatus is
shown in Figure 7. The sample was held in a triaxial test
vessel which was maintained at a temperature just above the

melting point of the alloy. The vessel was placed in the load

frame of the servocontrolled testing machine where an axial
load normal to the fracture surface was applied. Lead foil
inserts were placed between the loading pistons and the ends
of the triaxial cell to ensure good seismic coupling. The
triaxial vessel was evacuated, and the desired axial load was
placed on the sample. While a constant axial load was E
maintained, the molten metal was pumped from a reservoir £
into the test vessel until a fluid pressure of 2 MPa was [
obtained. Seismic measurements were made at axial effec- §
tive stresses decreasing from 85 MPa to 1.4 MPa. As usedin :
this paper, effective stress is defined as total applied axial £

stress minus pore pressure. At each effective stress level,
compressional and shear pulse waveforms were collected
while the metal was in a molten state. Then, the metal was
allowed to solidify under pressure, and pulse waveforms
were again collected. The test vessel was then reheated until
the metal returned to a molten state, and the load was
reduced to the value corresponding to the next lower axial
effective stress. This procedure was followed for eight
loading decrements. Measurements were made during un-
loading to avoid trapping metal at higher stresses in voids
that may have been open at lower stress.

In these experiments it was found that the Wood’s metal
intruded the spaces between the ends of the specimens and
the triaxial cell pistons. It was therefore necessary to do
corresponding measurements on the intact rock to provide
reference spectra that also contained the effects of these
additional interfaces.

Finally, experiments were performed to ascertain the
reproducibility of the received seismic pulses and their
spectra. Measurements of arrival times and amplitudes of
transmitted compressional and shear pulses were made a
total of six times for each stress of 1.4 MPa, and 85 MPa for
intact rock specimen E30. Between measurements the setup
was disassembled to evaluate the effect on signal reproduc-
ibility of alignment, seating, and coupling between transduc-
ers and the rock specimen. The received P and S wave
pulses were tapered (as described earlier in this section), and
a FFT was performed on the tapered pulses. The average
values and the standard deviations of the spectral amplitudes
at each of several discrete frequencies were calculated for
both P and § pulses and are shown in Figures 8a and 8b. The
observed scatter in the typical compressional and shear
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Fig. 8. Averaged results from six measurements at each stress
level to evaluate reproducibility of measurements. The length of
emor bars represents one standard deviation. Shown are the (a) P
wave spectra and (b) S wave spectra.

pulse spectral data at 85 MPa and 20 MPa is about 7% at the
midrange frequencies (0.4-0.6 MHz), decreasing to about
1% at the low and high frequencies. At 1.4 MPa the scatter
isabout 25% for the midrange frequencies and about 10% at
the low and high frequencies. The larger scatter in the
spectra at 1.4 MPa for both compressional and shear pulses
can be attributed to the uncertainty in the applied load,
which at this stress level corresponds to about =0.7 MPa.

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

For all specimens except fractured specimen E32, P and §
wave pulses were collected at axial stresses of 1.4 MPa, 2.9
MPa, 6 MPa, 10 MPa, 20 MPa, 33 MPa, and 85 MPa under
both dry and saturated conditions. Data were not collected
for fractured specimen E32 at 1.4 MPa under dry conditions.
In the sections that follow, results for selected stress levels
are shown to illustrate observed trends in the data. Results at
stress levels not shown in the figures were compiled by L. J.
Pyrak-Nolte (A study of the seismic properties of fractures,
unpublished manuscript, 1988) (hereinafter referred to as L.
I Pyrak-Nolte, unpublished manuscript, 1988).

Observed Waveforms

Typical compressional pulse waveforms at axial stresses
of 1.4 MPa and 85 MPa for intact and fractured specimens
E35 are shown in Figures 9a-9d. Table 2 summarizes ampli-
tude and travel time data for each of the specimens tested for
the lowest and highest values of stress used.

In Figure 9 the first arrival is indicated by an arrow. The
“ringing”> which occurs in the initial part of the pulse is

caused by electromagnetic coupling between cables carrying
the high-voltage pulse to the transmission piezoelectric
element and the cables connected to the receiving element.
The amplitude of this ringing is at most an order of magni-
tude less than the amplitude of the smallest seismic signal
and has a frequency content (over 2 MHz) outside the range
of interest in these studies.

Amplitudes listed in Table 2 are the peak-to-peak ampli-
tudes of the first arriving pulse. The geometry of the exper-
iment was chosen to ensure that the first arriving pulse was
not contaminated by reflections.

From Figures 9a-9d and Table 2 it is observed that
increasing the axial stress on both the intact and the frac-
tured specimens resuited in larger amplitudes and faster
travel times. However, the results show that amplitudes
were much more sensitive to changes in stress than the
travel times. For example, for intact specimen E35 the
compressional wave amplitudes increased by a factor of
about 10 between 1.4 MPa and 85 MPa while travel times
decreased by 17% (2.54 us). Though the percentage change
in amplitude and travel time differ for the different specimens
and between P and S waves, amplitudes always change
much more than travel times. In addition to altering travel
times and signal amplitudes, Figure 9 also shows that in-
creasing stress resulted in significant increases in the high-
frequency content of the transmitted pulses.

Increases in amplitudes and decreases in travel times of
the seismic pulses were greater for the fractured specimens
than for the intact specimens. For example, for fractured
specimen E35 over the axial stress range of 1.4-85 MPa,
there was a decrease in travel time of 20% as opposed to 17%
for the intact specimen. The peak-to-peak amplitude of the
pulse transmitted through the fractured specimen increased
by a factor of 50, which is 4 times the increase seen for the
intact specimen over this range of stresses.

Some changes in velocities and amplitudes can be attrib-
uted to the system and, especially, the contacts between the
seismic transducers and the specimens. Even the aluminum
specimen exhibited changes in signal amplitude and travel
time in response to changing axial stress, but the changes
were very much smaller than those observed for the rock
specimens. We believe these results were due to the imper-
fect transmission across imperfect contacts among the steel
loading piston, the lead foil, and the faces of the aluminum
specimens. This is the same mechanism as that which causes
amplitude loss and velocity changes in a wave propagating
across a fracture.

P Wave Spectra

Figures 10a—-10¢ contain the P wave spectra for seismic
pulses transmitted through intact and fractured rock speci-
mens E35, E30, and E32 (for dry condition) for the selected
stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa.

As the stress was increased on both the intact and the
fractured rock specimens, increases in spectral amplitudes
were observed, together with a shift in the frequency of the
peak amplitudes toward higher frequencies.

The important difference between the spectra for the
intact and those for the fractured specimens is that at low
stresses, the spectral amplitudes for the fractured specimens
were much lower than those for the intact specimens at the
same stress levels. This behavior can be explained by the
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Fig. 9. Comparison of received P wave pulses at an axial stress of 1.4 MPa for (a) intact and (b) fractured specimen
E35 and at an axial stress of 85 MPa for (c) intact and (d) fractured specimen E35. Measurements were made under dry

conditions.

displacement discontinuity model. At low stresses the dis-
placement discontinuities caused by the fracture have low
values of specific stiffness. As a consequence, a portion of
the seismic pulse is reflected by the fracture, resulting in
spectral amplitudes that are lower for the pulses transmitted
across the fracture than for those transmitted through the
intact rock. As stress on the fracture increases, the specific
stiffness of the displacement discontinuity increases. Conse-
quently, the effect of the fracture on the amplitudes of the
transmitted pulses also diminishes. If the specific stiffness is
high enough, the fractures will transmit almost all the energy
in the pulse. Thus, for example, as shown in Figure 105, for

sample E30 at 85 MPa the spectra of the pulse transmitted |
through the fractured specimen was virtually the same as E

that transmitted through the intact specimen.
The differences in the seismic behavior among the three
fractured specimens can be explained by the differences in

the specific stiffnesses of the fractures. For example, at § §
MPa, fractured specimen E30 transmitted pulses as well as |

the intact specimen, but at the same stress level fractured
specimen E35 transmitted significantly less energy than the

intact specimen. The reason for this is evident in Figure I, {

where the specific stiffness of the fracture in specimen E3$
remained low compared to the fracture in specimen E30,

TABLE 2. Amplitude and Travel Time Data for Specimens Tested Under Dry Conditions

P Wave, Fractured S Wave, Fractured

P Wave, Intact Specimens S Wave, Intact Specimens Specimens Specimens
Axial
Stress, Amplitude, Travel Time, Amplitude, Travel Time, Amplitude, Travel Time, Amplitude, Travel Time,
Specimen  MPa mV us mV us mV us mV s
E35 1.4 47 15.31 680 23.50 9 15.68 72 25.37
85 580 12.77 2650 20.47 450 12.65 1110 21.85
E30 1.4 37 14.47 350 24.74 18 14.66 145 24.43
85 430 12.87 2025 22.42 410 13.07 1850 22.55
E32* 2.9 60 14.94 860 25.41 43 13.98 340 22.99
85 460 13.28 2700 22.90 480 12.79 2700 22.56

Amplitudes are peak-to-peak amplitudes of the first arrival pulse. Travel times are the travel times through the specimens.
*For fractured specimen E32, the lowest stress level at which data was taken was 2.9 MPa.
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Fig. 10. Comparison of P wave spectra obtained from intact
specimens with those obtained from fractured specimens at axial
stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa, first unloading cycle, dry
conditions for (a) E35, (») E30, and (c) E32.

even at a stress level of 85 MPa. Results in Figure 10¢ for
specimen E32, on the other hand, show that at a stress of 20
MPa the fractured specimen transmitted seismic pulses as
well as the intact specimen. This is in accord with the
specific stiffness. illustrated in Figure 1 where the specific
stiffness of fracture E32 is greater than that for the other two
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fractures. Also, the specific stiffness of fracture E32 in-
creased with stress at a faster rate.

Though relative changes in seismic properties of fractures
can be discussed in terms of changes in specific stiffness as
measured in static loading tests, the numerical values of
specific stiffnesses are not necessarily equal under static and
dynamic loading conditions. This will be discussed further in
a later section of this paper.

The effect of saturation on P wave transmission across the
fractures can be seen by comparing the relative changes in
spectra for the fractured and intact specimens under dry and
saturated conditions. Figures 11a-11c show the spectra of
the transmitted P wave pulses for intact and fractured rock
specimens E35, E30, and E32 under saturated conditions for
the selected stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa. At
low stress levels the ratio of spectral amplitudes for frac-
tured specimens to those for intact specimens was higher for
the saturated specimens than for the dry specimens. (This
ratio equals 1 if the fracture transmits as well as the intact
rock.) For example, for specimen E30 this ratio was about
0.46 at 500 kHz under saturated conditions, compared to
about 0.27 under dry conditions.

These differences between saturated and dry fracture
behavior show the increased fracture stiffness resulting from
the water in the fracture voids. As a P wave propagates
across a saturated fracture, the dynamic load will be distrib-
uted between the water in the voids and the solid asperities
of contact. The deformation of the fracture, and hence its
specific stiffness, are thus affected by the presence of the
water. The degree to which a saturated fracture will be
stiffened depends on the area and aperture of the voids.
Comparison of the spectra under dry and saturated condi-
tions for specimens E30 and E32 from Figures 10 and 11
show that the spectral amplitudes of the fractured specimens
and the intact specimens became similar (spectral ratios
nearly equal to 1) as stress across the fracture increased.
Increasing stress reduced the area of open voids, leading to
increased specific stiffness of the fracture. At high stress the
percentage of void space was low enough and the specific
stiffness was high enough that the additional stiffness pro-
vided by water in the remaining voids had little effect on the
transmitted wave. Since the fracture specific stiffness was
increased at low stresses but not at high stresses, there was
also a smaller shift in frequency of the maximum spectral
amplitude between 1.4 MPa and 85 MPa for the saturated
fractures than for the dry fractures.

In comparison to fractured specimens E30 and E32, frac-
tured specimen E35 exhibited the greatest increase in spec-
tral amplitudes in response to the presence of water, and the
increases were observed even at high stresses. The low
value of specific stiffness for fractured specimen E35 sug-
gests that the percentage of void space remained high even at
high stress levels. Thus it would be reasonable to expect that
water in the voids would continue to influence the specific
stiffness of this fracture at high stresses.

Figures 10 and 11 show that the spectral amplitudes of P
wave pulses generally increased upon saturation for both
fractured and intact specimens. Exceptions to this trend are
seen in the data for intact specimens E35 and E32 which
showed a decrease in spectral amplitude under saturated
conditions at the highest stresses. A possible explanation is
that microcrack dilatation occurred at the highest stresses,
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Fig. 11. Comparison of P wave spectra obtained from intact

specimens with those obtained from fractured specimens at axial
stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa, first unloading cycle,
saturated conditions for (@) E35, (b) E30, and (¢) E32.

leading to partial saturation and permitting energy dissipa-
tion by ‘‘squirting flow”’ [Mavko and Nur, 1979].

S Wave Spectra

The effect of a single fracture on spectra of the transmitted
S wave pulses is illustrated in Figures 12 a and 125 using the
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Fig. 12. Comparison of S wave spectra obtained from intaf

specimen E32 with those obtained from fractured specimen E34

axial stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa, first unloading cyck 3

for (a) dry conditions and (b) saturated conditions.

results from intact and fractured specimen E32. Spectra !
shown for dry and saturated conditions at selected stresses

of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa. The shear wave spectrafo
measurements under dry conditions exhibited the same

general trends as the compressional wave spectra, that is, a1t
low stresses the spectral amplitudes for the fractured speci

imens were lower than those for the intact specimens. The
differences between spectra for intact and fractured speci
mens at any particular stress level are due to the effects of
the specific shear stiffness of the fracture.

Comparison of the spectra for P wave and § wave pulses
suggest that the fractures were less stiff in shear thanin

compression. This trend is most easily observed in the

results for specimens E32. Nearly 100% transmission of the
P wave pulse in the fractured specimen occurred at a stress
of 20 MPa or less, while full transmission of the S wave pulst

for this fracture did not occur until a stress of 85 MPa was

approached.

Because water has no shear stiffness, it might be antic

pated that saturation of the fracture would have little effect

on transmission of the shear wave. However, this was not!

observed. For all fractured specimens, at low to intermed
ate stress the saturated fractures transmitted more S wave

energy than the dry fractures. This trend can be seen by
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comparing the ratio of spectral amplitudes of S wave pulses
iransmitted through the intact specimens to those transmit-
ted through the fractured specimens for the dry and satu-
rated conditions. For example, for specimen E32 at 2.9 MPa
this ratio was equal to about 0.33 at 400 kHz under dry
conditions and about 0.55 under saturated conditions.

We hypothesize that the increase in shear wave transmis-
sion is caused by viscous coupling between the two fracture
surfaces. As described in a previous section, we have
accounted for effects of viscous coupling by introducing a
velocity discontinuity in addition to a displacement discon-
tinuity at the interface formed by a fracture. This velocity
discontinuity is inversely proportional to the viscosity of the
liquid and- directly proportional to the liquid thickness.
Because the viscosity of water is greater than that of air, S
wave transmission was increased, as observed for the satu-
rated fractured specimens compared to the dry ones. In-
creasing stress reduced the void aperture, further increasing
the transmitted amplitude.

Wood’s Metal Injection Tests

In this experiment, seismic pulses were propagated across
a fracture (E35) saturated with Wood’s metal in the liquid
and solid state. According to the theoretical displacement
discontinuity model the presence in the fracture voids of a
liquid with a high bulk modulus (such as Wood’s metal)
should considerably increase the stiffness of the fracture
compared to dry conditions. This increase in fracture stiff-
ness should result in correspondingly better transmission of
the P wave pulse. The shear stiffness would not be increased
by the presence of the liquid metal, i.e., neglecting viscous
interactions, little effect on § wave transmission would be
expected. Solidification of the Wood’s metal, which has a
seismic impedance comparable with that of the rock, would
essentially erase the effect of the fracture and result in
transmission of P waves and S waves comparable with that
for intact rock.

These theoretical expectations were largely borne out by
the experimental results. In Figure 13a, spectra of P wave
pulses at 10 MPa axial stress are compared for fractured
specimen E35 under dry conditions, for the fracture satu-
rated with liquid Wood’s metal, and for it filled with solidi-
fied Wood’s metal. The increased stiffness due to the pres-
ence of the liquid resulted in an increase in maximum
spectral amplitude by more than a factor of 6. Solidification
resulted in an additional increase of about 38% to values
nearly equivalent to those for the intact specimen under
similar conditions. The shift of the maximum spectral am-
plitude toward a higher frequency is also clearly evident in
comparing the spectra for the dry and liquid-filled condi-
tions. Solidification resulted in a slight shift toward lower
frequencies, perhaps because of a decrease in ‘‘pumping
losses’ which would occur as the liquid metal flowed
between voids in response to the seismic stresses. Measure-
ments at other stresses (L. J. Pyrak-Nolte, unpublished
manuscript, 1988) were similar though the difference be-
tween results under dry and those under liquid Wood’s metal
filled conditions diminished at high stresses as would be
expected.

In Figure 136 spectra of S wave pulses are compared for
fractured specimen E35 for the same conditions shown in
Figure 134. The maximum spectral amplitude for the liquid-
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Fig. 13. Comparison of spectra obtained from fractured speci-

men E35 at an axial stress of 10 MPa under dry conditions, with
molten Wood’s metal in the fracture voids, and with solidified
Wood’s metal in the fracture voids for the (a) P wave and (b) S
wave.

metal-saturated test is about 60% higher than for the test
under dry conditions. This effect is much less than that
observed for the P waves (Figure 13a). Upon solidification of
the metal, however, the peak spectral amplitude increased
again by about a factor of 4, showing the increase in shear
stiffness due to the solidified metal. The S wave spectra for
the test with solidified metal in the fracture were essentially
the same at all stress levels as those obtained for the intact
specimen.

Seismic Q Analysis

The seismic quality factor Q is often used as a measure of
wave attenuation in materials. We calculated Q for both the
intact and the fractured specimens as another measure of the
apparent attenuation across a fracture relative to that in the
intact rock. The equations for calculations of Q include a
length term, so, strictly speaking, the analysis for the frac-
tured specimens pertains only to a rock with a fracture
density of one fracture per 77 mm. Nevertheless, the analy-
sis provides a basis for a discussion of the kind of frequency
dependence for Q which might be expected in a fractured
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TABLE 3. @ Calculated From (23) for All Specimens at Selected Axial Stress Levels
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) 0y, 2.9 MPa Oy, 2.9 MPa Qp, 20 MPa O, 20 MPa
Specimen and
Test Conditions E30 E32 E35 E30 E32 E35 E30 E32 E35 E30 E32 B}t
Fractured, dry 8 9 7 22 18 12 17 24 14 25 40 pi]
Intact, dry 8 9 12 29 33 32 20 24 39 32 51 s
Fractured, saturated 8 17 9 27 19 28 25 36 30 30 40 B
Intact, saturated 17 18 15 34 29 41 37 36 S1 45 40 56

rock mass, as well as a comparison with the effects of
displacement discontinuities.

Calculation of Q involves taking the ratio of the spectral
amplitudes obtained from the rock specimen to the spectral
amplitudes obtained from the aluminum specimen of identi-
cal diameter and length tested in the same apparatus under
the same loads. Beginning with the solution for the ampli-
tudes in the dispersive wave equation in the form

A = Ag exp (—wx/2Qc) (22)

where

o frequency;

x travel path length;

¢ phase velocity of wave:
Ay amplitude at x = 0.

Johnston et al. [1979], and others, have shown that the ratios
of spectral amplitudes of seismic pulses transmitted through
the rock to those transmitted through the aluminum sample
(A/A)) are given by

wfx

In A/Aj= ——+1n A/Ay (23)
QOc

where f = w/2m.

In arriving at this result, it is assumed that the Q of
aluminum is much greater than the Q@ of the rock. (Cited
values of Q for aluminum range from 2900 to 200,000 at
frequencies between 1 kHz and 68 MHz [Johnston, 1981].)
Equation (23) predicts that the plot of the natural log of
spectral ratios as a function of frequency should be a straight
line. For both the intact and the fractured rock specimens
these plots were linear only for the limited band of about
0.4-0.6 MHz. Values of Q for P waves (Q,) and S waves
(Q;) obtained from data over this frequency range are listed
in Table 3 for each intact and fractured sample under dry and
saturated conditions at the effective stress levels 2.9 MPa
and 20 MPa. Calculated values of Q at 10 MPa and 85 MPa
substantiated these trends (L. J. Pyrak-Nolte, unpublished
manuscript, 1988).

Several trends can be observed in comparing values of Q
in Table 3 for the different specimens and test conditions.
First, 0, and Q, increased as axial stress increased on both
intact and fractured specimens. Second, Q values for frac-
tured specimens were lower or equal to those for the intact
specimens under dry conditions at all stresses. Third, satu-
ration of the fractures resulted in higher values of 0O, and Q
at the same stress states, consistent with the changes in
spectral amplitudes discussed earlier. The rank correlation
between fracture stiffness and attenuation is seen in compar-
ing Q for P waves for the three fractured specimens; E35 had
the lowest Q, E30 the intermediate value, and E32 the
highest value.

Because of the nonlinearity in the spectral ratio data a
alternative method was adopted for the calculation of 0.1

was assumed that the term (Ay/Ay) in (23) was equal to |, ¢

Rearranging terms, Q is then given by

Q = —7fx/[c In (A/A))]

o

This equation was used to calculate values of Q as a function }
of frequency. A typical result is shown in Figure 14a, in’
which 1/Q is plotted as a function of frequency for E30 intactif
and fractured specimens under dry conditions. For compar- -
ison, the values of 1/Q obtained using (23) over a frequency
range of 0.4-0.6 MHz are plotted as circles in the figure. At-
2.9 MPa and 10 MPa the 1/Q curve for the fractured
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Fig. 14. (a) Values of 1/Q as a function of frequency for intact

and fractured specimens E30, dry condition, obtained using (24).
Open circles and solid circles are values of 1/Q obtained using (23).
(b) Theoretical 1/Q curves for a range of stiffnesses and for a
fractured but otherwise lossless medium are also shown.
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specimen is higher than the curve for the intact specimen,
showing greater apparent loss of energy caused by the

B facture. At 70 MPa the 1/Q curves lie one upon the other.

However, the most significant feature of the curves in this

- figure is that the shapes of the curves are very similar for the

itact and fractured specimens. The similarity in shape
between the curves suggests that the microcracks in the
infact specimen were behaving in a manner similar to that of
the macroscopic fracture in the fractured specimen. An
additional evaluation of this hypothesis was carried out by
walculating values of 1/Q using (24) and substituting theoret-

| ical values of |7] from (16a) for (A/A,). This represents the

results of an analysis of Q for a hypothetical experiment in
which attenuation of a wave is caused by fractures with a
density of one fracture per 77 mm in an otherwise lossless
medium. It is assumed that the fracture is represented by a
displacement discontinuity with stiffness varying from 6.4 x
0% Pa/m to 1.6 X 10" Pa/m and that the medium has an
aoustic impedance equal to that of Stripa granite. The
resulting curves of 1/Q, plotted in Figure 14b, are very
similar to those obtained from analysis of the experimental
data (Figure 14a).

Discussion

In the previous section we presented results representa-
tive of a large data set from the laboratory investigation of
seismic wave propagation across natural fractures in crys-
talline rock. We found that the seismic response of natural
fractures under different effective stresses could be ex-
plained, qualitatively, by the displacement discontinuity
model of wave transmission across a nonwelded interface.

To make a quantitative comparison between theoretical
and experimental results, amplitude spectra for the fractured
specimens were predicted using the displacement disconti-
wity theory and compared with those observed experimen-
tally. To obtain predicted spectra for seismic pulses trans-
mitted across the fractures, the experimentally observed
spectra for the intact rock specimens at every stress were
multiplied by values of the magnitude of the transmission
coefficients given in (16a), using the rock properties given in
Table 1 and values of dynamic specific stiffnesses deter-
mined by trial and error to give the ‘“‘best fit.”’ The term
“dynamic specific stiffness”’ is used to differentiate between
the values of specific stiffness obtained from the seismic
measurements and those obtained from static measure-
ments. The best fit values for dynamic specific stiffness were
determined from a linear regression of the plot of predicted
spectral amplitudes versus measured spectral amplitudes. (A
perfect fit would result in a slope of 1, an intercept of zero,
and a correlation coefficient of 1.00).

Figures 15a-15¢ show predicted and measured spectra of
P wave pulses for fractured rock specimens E35, E32, and
E30 in the dry condition at all axial stresses at which
measurements were made. Figures 16a-16¢ compare pre-

dicted and measured spectra of P wave pulses under satu-
rated conditions. Values of dynamic specific stiffness deter-
mined by the fitting process described above are summarized
for the various test conditions in Table 4.

Good agreement is obtained between observed and pre-
dicted results. The correlation coefficients obtained from the
regression analysis ranged from 0.94 to 1.00 for all stresses
except 1.4 MPa, for which they ranged from about 0.78 to

Magnitude (mV)

Magnitude (mV)

Magnitude (mV)
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Fig. 15. Measured P wave spectra obtained from fractured

specimens and predicted spectra at axial stresses from 1.4 MPa to 85
MPa under dry conditions for (a) E35, (b) E30, and (¢) E32.

0.98. In general, the greatest mismatch between the pre-
dicted and the observed amplitudes occurs at frequencies
less than the maximum amplitude frequency. Also, the
mismatch is greater for the saturated tests than it is for the
dry tests.

Apart from these discrepancies the theoretical model
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specimens and predicted spectra at axial stresses ranging from 1.4
MPa to 85 MPa under saturated conditions for (a) E35, (b) E30, and

(c) E32.

matches well the changes in spectra resulting from the
effects of changing test conditions. The theoretical curves
simulate both the increase in spectral amplitudes as the
specific stiffness of the fractures increases with stress and
the shift toward higher frequencies of the maximum spectral
amplitudes. In comparing the values of dynamic specific

stiffness for the three different samples, it is observed thi

the values are in general greatest for fracture E32 and lea

for fracture E35, with fracture E30 having intermedii
values. Thus the theory predicted the same differences it
fracture stiffnesses between samples as observed in i

static measurements (Figure 1). Comparison of the dynamiz%

stiffness values for dry and saturated conditions shows th

the theory also modeled the increase in stiffness providedti
the water in the voids of the saturated fracture. As discussi
previously, at high stress levels for specimens E30 and E

the spectra for fractured and intact specimens were neart

the same. Theoretically, this indicates an infinite fractu:

specific stiffness as recorded in Table 4. Computationally,

was found that the magnitude of the transmission coefficier:

was greater than 0.999 at specific stiffness values in excesse:
150 x 10" Pa/m.

Comparison of the values of dynamic specific stiffne
given in Table 4 with the static values presented in Figur !
shows that the values determined from the best fit analys:
are of the same order as, but greater than, the static valu;
at all stress levels, and the discrepancy increases at high
stresses. The values of dynamic elastic moduli for rocks a:
often greater than the corresponding values of the stati:
moduli, perhaps because of frictional effects [e.g., Jaeg¢
and Cook, 1979, p. 337]. This same phenomenon seemsl
affect the values of specific stiffness too. :

Figures 17a-17¢ show the predicted and measured spect.
of § wave pulses for the fractured rock specimens for dr’
conditions. In general, the agreement is good between ot-
served and predicted results, though discrepancies are -
ticeable at lower frequencies, particularly for data fror:
measurements at low stresses. Under saturated conditior-
the mismatch between observed and predicted spectra w
worse; using a displacement discontinuity alone resulted i
overestimating attenuation of the high-frequency portionst
the spectra. The predicted values of dynamic specific she:
stiffness for the specimens under dry conditions are giveni:
Table 4. It should be noted that these values are lower tha
the corresponding values of dynamic specific normal st
ness.

In an attempt to understand the discrepancies betwes
predicted and observed spectra for S wave pulses unde
saturated conditions, the combined displacement and velo:
ity discontinuity model incorporating both specific stiffnes
and specific viscosity was used. As can be seen from.
comparison of curves in Figure 3, as specific viscosity i
increased, the relative attenuation of the high frequenciesi
decreased. Values of dynamic specific stiffness and specif
viscosity were chosen by trial and error until the best fi
determined by regression analysis, was obtained. Figure 1§
compares observed and predicted S wave spectra for fra:
tured rock specimen E30 under saturated conditions ata
axial stresses from 1.4 MPa through 85 MPa; Figure 1§
shows a comparison of observed and predicted spectra fo
all three fractured specimens at 6 MPa. It is seen th
incorporation of a velocity discontinuity to account fi
viscous effects together with the elastic displacement discor
tinuity model results in very good agreement between thi
observed and the predicted spectra. Correlation coefficient
between 0.98 and 1.0 were obtained for predicted shear wax
spectra over the entire range of applied stresses for fractur
specimen E30. The dynamic specific stiffness and specifi
viscosity values corresponding to the predicted spectra an
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namic Specific Normal and Shear Stiffness Used to Fit Spectra for All Fractured Specimens Under Dry and

TABLE 4. Values of Dy
Saturated Conditions

Dynamic Specific Shear

Dynamic Specific Normal
Stiffness,

Dynamic Specific Normal Stiffness,

Stiffness,
Dry Conditions, Saturated Conditions, Dry Conditions,
10'2 Pa/m 10'? Pa/m 10'? Pa/m
Stress, -
MPa E35 E30 E32 E35 E30 E32 E35 E30 E32
14 2.1 8.2 7.9 13.0 15.0 0.95 3.8
29 4.0 7.4 15.0 9.5 12.0 35.0 1.9 4.5 3.5
6.0 7.6 9.6 30.0 15.0 15.0 60.0 3.5 6.0 6.0
100 11.5 11.0 © 20.0 17.5 80.0 4.8 8.5 9.5
00 20.0 24.0 S 25.0 26.0 100.0 6.2 12.0 17.0
1.0 24.0 43.0 S 37.0 45.0 200.0 7.0 16.0 35.0
0.0 32.0 % 120.0 59.0 140.0 % 7.4 30.0 55.90
§5.0 34.0 S 150.0 200.0 o %0 8.0 36.0 60.0

mm, whereas the diameter of the specimens was 52 mm and
the largest fracture aperture was about 0.1 mm.

At any effective stress the specific stiffness of a fracture is
an elastic property that may be defined as the ratio of an
increment in normal stress across the fracture to the corre-
sponding increment in displacement. The value of the spe-
cific stiffness varies between different fractures and in-
creases with increasing effective stress normal to the

down in Table 5. Comparison with dynamic specific stiff-
1ess values obtained assuming a zero specific viscosity
(Table 4) shows that incorporation of viscous effects in the
neoretical method led to lower best fit values of dynamic
specific stiffness.

Though further work needs to be done, these analyses
ndicate that viscous coupling between fracture surfaces may
«ntribute to the transmission of shear waves across satu-

uted fractures. If, in general, discrepancies between pre-  fracture.
dicted and observed spectral values at lower frequencies We show, theoretically, that the effects of a fracture on

wing only the displacement discontinuity are indications of  geismic wave propagation can be analyzed by introducing a
viscous coupling, then this study also suggests that P waves  displacement discontinuity, characterized by a specific stiff-
ad § waves under ““dry”” conditions had a viscous compo-  pess, as a boundary condition in the wave equation. Seismic
nent of coupling across the fracture. For example, as ShOWn  giress is continuous across such a boundary, but there isa
inFigure 19 for fractured specimen E30 under dry conditions  giscontinuity in seismic particle displacement across the
daxial stresses of 2.9 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa, observed  poundary equal to the ratio between the seismic stress and

| and predicted S wave spectra using 2 combined displace- ihe specific stiffness. A displacement discontinuity also

ment ar}d velocity discontinuity are in, much better agree-  popaves as a low-pass filter. For P wave pulses we were able
rgent W.lth one anpther than those in Figure 176 based ona account for the differences in the spectral amplitudes
dlscontmp ity in dlsplac.ement.on.l Y- . between pulses transmitted through specimens of intact rock
The dlsglacement discontinuity model pre(.hct:s that a 4 those transmitted through specimens of the same size
fcture will delay as well as attenuate a .selsmlc wave. o4 shape containing a fracture using the displacement
P.y rak-Nolte et al. [1987b) used the sroup time delay pre- discontinuity theory and a dynamic specific stiffness. The
dlmq l?y t.h e theory to dey ?IOP expressions for Pand § wave values of dynamic specific stiffness for the best fits between
ve]oa.tles ina .ro.ck containing fractures. They found that the predicted and observe d spectra were, however, greater than
SEISMIE yelomtws depended pont the frequency of the the values of static specific stiffness at the same values of the
propagating wave and the specific stiffness of the fractures as . .
well as the density and elastic properties of the intact rock. applied eﬁectlve stress. . .
Good agreement between theoretical predictions and veloc- incsritausrea;lottllle()fsgzztrsﬁeZgl;fl?tsu,d:gﬂ(l)flrt;a:tPan\Saer:C;Tlrlz:;
ities measured in the laboratory on specimen E35 was . ] e
obtained provided that the effect of frequency on the group :ﬁg‘f:ﬁiy:;g;g;g%jf;‘;gzgi t?;rel fl:z:i)[;c;rofni:égséi
delay was taken info account. the specific stiffness of a fracture by an amount sufficient to
account for the increase in the spectral amplitudes of the P
wave pulses using the displacement discontinuity theory.
However, the increase in the spectral amplitudes of the §
wave pulses transmitted across a saturated fracture com-
pared with dry specimens was not expected. We account for
these effects by introducing a discontinuity in seismic parti-
cle velocity as another boundary condition in the wave
equation. The magnitude of the discontinuity in seismic
f particle velocities across a fracture is equal to the ratio
between the seismic stress and a specific viscosity for the
fracture. A velocity discontinuity on its own behaves as a
frequency-independent attenuator. We were able to account

CONCLUSIONS

The effects of extensive fractures or other nonwelded
contacts on the transmission and attenuation of seismic
waves is of considerable fundamental importance and prac-
ical interest. We have made careful laboratory measure-
ments of the amplitudes and travel times of compressional
and shear pulse propagation across different natural frac-
wres orthogonal to the axes of cylindrical specimens o
quartz monzonite, under dry and saturated conditions, for
effective stresses up to 85 MPa. The wavelength of the P
pulse was about 10 mm and that of the S pulse was about 7
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Fig. 19. Comparison of predicted spectra based on both a

@ diplacement and a velocity discontinuity with measured S wave
4B spectra obtained from dry fractured specimen E30 at axial stresses
4 of2.9MPa, 20 MPa, 20 MPa, and 85 MPa.

better fits between observed and predicted spectra for §

@ vave pulses under dry conditions were obtained by using

8 combined displacement and velocity discontinuities. The

‘& 1hysics and chemistry of viscous coupling in a fracture
| remain to be investigated.

We also analyzed the effect of fractures on the spectral

3 amplitudes of seismic pulses transmitted through specimens
& ofintact rock and similar specimens containing fractures in

terms of conventional attenuation approximations using a
quality factor, Q. The values of Q for rock were found to be
of the order of 20. These values increased with increasing
dfiective stress for specimens of both intact and fractured
rock; they were lower for specimens with fractures than for
itact specimens, and they were a function of frequency.
The most remarkable feature, however, was that the func-
tional dependence of Q on frequency appeared to be very
similar for both the intact and the fractured specimens. The
displacement discontinuity model can be used also to predict

@ changes in amplitude with frequency (or attenuation) for a

wave transmitted through fractured rock.

APPENDIX

The converted, reflected, and transmitted components of
compressional and shear waves incident on a displacement
discontinuity in the x-y plane between two half-spaces with
diferent values of seismic impedance are illustrated in
Figires Ala~Alc. For the governing equations and bound-
ary conditions given in the text, the following solutions may
be assumed:

Incident P wave
i1 = exp (—iw?)

(=1 cos 8 exp {(iw/a;)[sin ;x — cos 0,z]})
Uy =exp (—iwt)

- (I sin 8 exp {(iw/a)[sin 6,x — cos 8;z]})

Incident P

8635

z
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1
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Transmitted P
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[

'¢:>( Transmitted P

Transmitted S,

4
) Reflected S,
Incident S,
¢1_~¢1
X
93 .
Transmitted S,
C
Fig. Al. Converted, reflected, and transmitted components of

waves incident on a displacement discontinuity: (a) P wave, (b) SV

wave, and (¢) SH wave.

Ur, = exp (—iwt)

*(R), cos 8 exp {(iw/a)[sin 8x + cos 0,z]})

UxiR, = €Xp (—iwt)

- (R, sin 6 exp {(iw/a)[sin 6x + cos 6,z]})
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UzR,, = exp (—iwt) (A1)
(=R sin ¢ exp {(iw/By)[sin ¢ + cos ¢1z]})
Unig, = exp (—iwt)
*(Rsy c0s ¢y exp {(iw/B1)[sin ¢x + cos ¢ z]})
Uzr, = exp (—iwt)
*(~T,, cos 6 exp {(iw/a)[sin 6x — cos 62])
Usrr, = €Xp (—iwl)
“(T,, sin 8, exp {(iw/a)[sin Hxx — cos §,z]})
Uzr,, = exp (—iwt)
"(Tsy sin 3 exp {(iw/B2)[sin dxx — cos ¢z}
)
" (Tsy cos ¢ exp {(iw/B2)[sin ¢pax ~ cos 2]}
Incident S, wave
Uz; = exp (—iwt)
“(I'sin ¢ exp {(iw/B1)[sin ¢ — cos ¢1z]})
Uyi = exp (—iwl)
(I cos ¢y exp {(iw/B1)[sin $pc ~ cos ¢z]})
UziRr, = eXp (—iwt)
*(R,, cos 8 exp {(iw/ay)[sin Oy + cos ;2]
Uyir, = exp (~iwt) )
*(Rp sin 0 exp {(iw/a;)[sin 6 + cos 6,z]})

UnR, = €xp (—iwt)

Uzr, = exp (—iwt)
(=T}, cos 8, exp {(iw/ay)[sin §x — cos 0,z]})
oz, = exp (~iwt)
(T}, sin 85 exp {(iw/a)[sin 6x — cos 6,z]})
tear,, = exp (~iw)
" (T, sin 3 exp {(iw/B2)[sin ¢yx ~ cos ¢ 2]}
Uxar, = €Xp (—iwt)
" (T cos b3 exp {(iw/B)[sin $ox ~ cos ¢yz]})
Incident S, wave
Uy = exp (—iwt)
(I exp {(iw/B1)[sin ¢ px — cos ¢z]})
Uy R, = exXp2(—iwt)
3+ (Rgp exp {(i03333333,)[sin ¢x + cos ¢z]})
Uyor,, = eXp (—iw?)

* (T, exp {(iw/By)[sin ¢ax — cos ¢pz]})

where [ is the amplitude of the incident wave (assumed to be
unity in this solution with no loss of generality) and sub- -
scriupts 1 and 2 refer to material above and below the
displacement discontinuity, respectively. For compression: .
waves the angle of incidence is 6;, and the angle of emer- -
gence is 6,. For shear waves the angle of incidence is ¢, and -

the angle of emergence is ¢,. The displacement discontinuity
boundary condition does not influence the emergence an-
gles; only the material properties of the elastic half-spaces
affect these angles.

Applying the boundary conditions in (9) and (10) to the
assumed solutions of (A1) and neglecting the time-dependent
term, the solution for an incident P wave, presented in
matrix form, is

—K, COS 0, K. sin ¢ K COS O +iwZp cos 2¢y ik, sin ¢, — iwZy, sin 24,
—Ky Sin 6, —K, COS ¢ Ky Sin O, — iw(nysz) sin 20, «k, cos ¢, — iwZ,, cos 2¢,
—Z, cos 2¢, Zg sin 2¢ Zp) €os 24, —Zg; sin 2¢,
(Z}/Zp) sin 20, Z,, cos 26, (2%/Z,,) sin 26, Zg; cos 2
R, —K, COS 6
R, K, Sin 64
T, | = | Z,1 cos 24, (A4
T, (2}1Z,1) sin 20,

" (=Ryy sin ¢ exp {(iw/B1)[sin ¢ p + cos b:1z]})

Uxr,, = €Xp (—iwt)

" (Rsy cos ¢y exp {(iw/B1)sin ¢ + cos ¢yz]})

where Z is the seismic impedance of the half-spaces given by
the product of the density and the seismic velocity Z, = ap,
and Z; = Bp). For S, waves the 4 X 4 matrix is the same as
for the incident P wave, but the product matrix is different;

@Ayt

— K, COS
— K, Sin
—Zp1 €O
(Z3HZp)

Since S,
interface, t

—-K
Zgy cos ¢
For the ¢

conditions
for an incic

— K, C
(—rx+

p1 ¢
Zh/z,

For S, waxs
yields the s
but the proc

— K, CO¢
(—Kx+il
—Zzpl cC
(Zsl/Zpl
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-k, €08 0 K, sin ¢ TKz €08 Oy tiwZyy cos 2dy i, sin ¢y — iwZg, sin 26,

-k, sin 6 —Ky COS | Ky sin 6, — iw(Zszz/Zﬂ) sin 20, «, cos ¢r—iwZg cos 24,

=Zy1 €08 2¢ Zg1 sin 2¢4 Z,5 cos 2¢p, ~Zg; sin 2¢»

(Zfl/Zpl) sin 26, Zy; cos 2¢, (Zs22/Zp2) sin 26, Zg, cos 2¢,

R, +k, sin ¢

. Ry | +xycos ¢ A5
, Tp —Lg1 sin 2¢1 ( )
T +Z cos 2¢
1

g Since S, waves do not generate P or S, waves at an
! | interface, the solution reduces to a 2 X 2 matrix:

-k K —iZpo cos ¢, || R |k A
Iycos @1 Zgy cos ¢, T|  |Zg cos ¢ (A6)
For the case of a viscous interface, applying the boundary
conditions in (17) and (18) to (Al) yields the solution matrix
foran incident P wave:

-k, COS 0 K, sin ¢
(-xytiwn) sin 61 (—k,+iwn)cos ¢;
-Zy) €08 2¢; Zg sin 2¢, Zp; cos 2¢,
(ZH/Z,) sin 20;  Z cos 2¢, (Z%)Z,0) sin 20,
Rp —K, COS 04
R; (kKky —iwm) sin 6
T, | | Zp1 cos 2¢ (A8)
T, (Z24/Z,1) sin 20,

4 For S, waves, applying the boundary conditions to (A2)
§ yields the same solution matrix as for the incident P wave,
but the product matrix is different:

-k, COS$ 8¢ K sin ¢
(—ketion) sin ) (—k +ion) cos ¢4
=Zpy €08 2¢4 Zg sin 2¢ Zp; cos 2¢,
(ZH/Zy) sin 20, Z,; cos 2¢, (Z}/Z,5) sin 20,
R, K, Sin ¢
R, (kdwn) cos ¢y
T, | | —Z, sin2¢, (A10)
Ty Zs1 cos 2¢,

—Kz COS 0y +iwZy, cos 2¢,
(kx—iwn) sin 6,—iw(Z}/Z,,) sin 26,

—Kz COS b0y +iwZy,) Cos 2¢,
(kx—iwn) sin 0,—iw(Z}5/Z,7) sin 26,

Applying the boundary conditions in (19) and (20) to (A3)
yields the solution matrix for an incident S, wave:

Zgcos ¢y Zg cos ¢y T| | Zs cos ¢y

(A1)

[—K +ion Kk —iwn —iZyw cos qu}[R] _ [K —iwn }

K, Sin ¢y —iwZg, sin 2¢,
(kx—iwn) cos Ppr—iwZy, cos 2¢,
~Zs sin 2¢)5

Zy, cos 2¢,

(A7)
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